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As President & CEO of NAI, Leigh Freund leads the organization’s growth and helps set 

the agenda and strategic priorities. Leigh joined NAI in 2015 after an eleven-year career 

at AOL Inc., where she served as vice president & chief counsel for global public policy.

Leigh brings more than a decade of substantive expertise in privacy, advertising, and 

public policy in the digital sector to her work at NAI. She has first-hand knowledge of 

the tremendous contributions third parties have made in the digital advertising space 

and she is a passionate believer in strong self-regulation.

During her time at AOL, Leigh led the company’s public policy efforts and was a leading 

voice on global digital and technology policy. Prior to that role, Leigh headed up the AOL 

advertising legal team and worked with AOL’s privacy team to promote and develop 

responsible use and collection of data, and ensure compliance with the industry’s 

self-regulatory programs.

Before joining AOL in 2004, Leigh worked at K&L Gates and on Capitol Hill with Rep. 

Fred Upton from her home state of Michigan.

Leigh holds an undergraduate degree in political science from Kalamazoo College and 

a J.D. from Georgetown University. She is an active participant in several industry 

organizations devoted to compliance with key regulatory initiatives and principles, 

including the Interactive Advertising Bureau (IAB) and Digital Advertising Alliance (DAA).


